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Learn Trope and 


Chant Torah 
Taught by Ron Edelman 


Tuesdays, November 4 — January 20 
(no class 11/25, 12/23, 12/30) 
7:30 - 8:30 pm 


Graduation will be at a Shabbat ° 
service in February. 
Cost is $36 for members, 
$72 for nonmembers 


This fall, Ron Edelman will be teaching 
beginning Torah trope in nine one-hour 
sessions. You need to be able to read 
basic Hebrew but Hebrew comprehen- 
sion is not a pre-requisite. Class size is 
limited so sign up early. To RSVP or for 
more information, please contact 
Melanie Kushnir (415/861-6932 x305 
or mkushnir@shaarzahav.org). 


Kadimah-led 
Services 


Saturday, November 22, 10 am 


You won't want to miss this terrific 
opportunity to daven with the youth of 
our community. From the youngest 
members of our religious school to 
those b’nei mitzvah veterans, our stu- 
dents will be sharing their Torah with 
us at this special twice a year event. 
You will be energized and inspired. 
Please come and support our kids. 


Ma’ariv Minyan 


CSZ now hosts the only San Francisco 
Reform Minyan for people who want 
to say Kaddish or who simply want to 
pray in community on a daily basis. 
The minyan takes place Sunday 
through Thursday, from 6:30 — 7:00 
pm in the CSZ chapel (next to the 
sanctuary). 
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CONGREGATION SHA’AR ZAHAV * 
290 Dolores Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2262 


Saturday, November 1 
10 am —- 6:30 pm 

Sunday, November 2 
10 am — 3:30 pm 


The Congregational Advance is an oppor- 
tunity for you to connect with other CSZ 
members and explore the issues that face 
us as individuals and as a community. 


We will start with Shabbat services on 


4 ant ALES Heshvan/Kislev 5764 


Congregational Advance at CSZ 


November 2003 


Saturday morning and continue through 
Sunday afternoon with facilitated work- 
shops, panels and small group activities, 
dancing, arts and crafts, poetry, visioning 
and eating. The Advance is free, a $20 
donation is requested to help defray costs. 


For more information or to register, go to 
www.evite.com/stevewsfo @ hotmail.com 
/advance/ or call the CSZ office (415/861- 
6932). 


Introduction to Judaism 


Thursdays, November 13 - February 19 
(no class meetings on 11/27, 12/25 and 
1/1) 7- 8:45 pm 


Cost: $160/members of CSZ or other 
UAHC-affiliated synagogues, 
$240/nonmembers 


Do you want to know more about Reform 
Judaism? Introduction to Judaism is a great 
opportunity for adults to learn about the 
beauty of Reform Judaism and Jewish life. 


Talmud for Busy People 


Fridays, October 31, November 21, 
December 19 
Noon — | pm 


Flood Building Conference Room, 
870 Market Street at Powell 


Have you always been interested in explor- 
ing the ‘Oral Torah,’ but found that because 
of work and personal commitments, you 
just don’t have the time? Well don’t fear; 
we are bringing the Talmud to you. 


Join Rabbi Camille Shira Angel monthly, 
starting in October, for lunch and dialogue 
at the downtown office of CSZ member 
Tony Harris. 


This exciting monthly opportunity will 
provide an introduction to the study of 


This course is for anyone curious about the 
basic principles and practices of Judaism. 
Register on your own or with a partner. In 
addition to classes, there will be a Friday 
night Shabbat potluck. 


This class will be held at Sha’ar Zahav and 
is offered in conjunction with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. For 
more information or to register, please con- 
tact Meredith MacDonald (415/392-7080 
x17 or mmacdonald@uahc.org). 


Talmud from a liberal perspective. We will 
explore passages that deal with defining 
the rights of the individual, specifically 
focusing on the modern day ethical ques- 
tions that face us as Jews. 


These sessions are open to Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahavy members and their guests. 
All are welcome. 


If you have any questions, or to 
RSVP, please contact Melanie Kushnir 
(415/861-6932 x305 or mkushnir@ 
shaarzahav.org). Our sincerest thanks to 
Tony Harris for providing this space for our 
monthly meetings. If you have access to a 
meeting space close to the financial dis- 
trict, please contact Melanie. 


Queer’ Torah ts 
Project | 


Tuesdays, October 21 to December 16 
7-9 pm 

Cost for phase one of this course is $36 
for members, $72 for TERRE and 
$5 for single sessions 


Tip women and men feminists and lesbi- 
gay people learn Torah, the very Torah 
that they learn will change itself.” from 
Unhéroic Conduct by Daniel Boyarin 
Please join CSZ in this historic opportuni- 
ty. to.explore Torah together from a queer 
perspective. (For our group’s purposes, we 
are defining “queer” as anyone who feels 
outside sociéty’s “normal” boundaries, not 
just LGBT folks. All are welcome!) The 
primary questions we will be asking in the 
Queer Torah Study Project’ are: How do we 
read the Torah as queer people? What does 
the Torah say to us as queer people? Is it 
possible sto find our voice in:Torah, as 
queer Jews? 


Our project will unfold in two phases. The 
first phase will include nine weekly ses- 
sions, onthe following dates, in which we 
will study the weekly parshah.” 


October 21 - Bereshit/Genesis 
ee 1:1-6:8 
October 28 * Noah/Genesis 
G29. 11:3 2 ee 
November 4 Lech Lecha/Genesis 
pie wel 2: Le lee ae 
November 11’ ° Vayera/Genesis 
oa 18:1-22:24 
November 18 Chaye Sarah/Genesis 
i SToe eames 23:1-25:18 
November 25 Toledot/Genesis 
25:19-28:9 
December:2 -:: Vayetze/Genesis 
ROY TS 1 ITB 10-3D"3 
December'9 | Vayishlach/Genesis 
32:4-36:43 
December 16 Vayeshev/Genesis 
bs | 37:1-40:23 


During phase one; we will begih'to estab- 
lish oursélves as a‘study community. Our 


sessions’ will’ inchide small group activi-” ~~ 


ties, chavruta partners and creating/writing 
our,,own, Torah, commentaries. Weekly 
homework,. is required as. part of this 
course. Packets of materials and suggested 
readings will be given out and several 


guest speakers from’ various Nien ; 


backgrotinds ‘will be joining‘us: 
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Phase two 
Rabbi Benay Lappe, whose scholar-in-res- 
idence weekend at CSZ in February was 
the inspiration’for this project. If you are 


. queer in any sense of that word and look- 
“ing for a deeper understanding of Torah, 


please join us for an opportunity to do 


tikkun olam through study, writing and 


community building. 
First Friday Dinner 


November 7, 6:15 pm 


Please join us Friday, November 7 to have 
dinner before Shabbat Services. It is a great 
way to meet others and have a relaxing din- 
ner at the same time. (This is a no host din- 
ner - the average cost is $10-15.) We'll meet 
at 6:15 pm in front of CSZ and walk to the 
restaurant together. Please RSVP by calling 
the office (415/861-6932). 


Please Be 
in Touch 


With Me 


I am eager to be in touch with all 
members of the CSZ family whenever 
there are occasions of joy or sadness 
in your lives. Where there is a death in 
the family, please call me as soon as 
possible. We very much want to be 
there with you at a time of grief. 


Rabbi Camille Shira Angel 


youd 


Hangnd ips be Fiber Art 


wea Canopies 
* Wall eangings 


* Judaica 
_.,,Aallitot, Kippot, Chuppot 


«« % Wearable Art 
*: Hats and Bags 
* Quilts 
2% Additional Fiber Arts 


Trudi Chamoff Hauptman 
80 Pinehurst Way 
San Francisco, CA 94127 - 
(415) 385-3151 © truhand@aol.com 


‘will melude study time with 


The Jewish 
Gaily Forward 


November 2003 
Volume 27, Issue 3 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 11 times 
a year (monthly with a combined July-August 
issue) by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores 
St., San Francsico, CA 94103, 415/861-6932. 
Email: office @shaarzahav.org. Permission to 
reprint with attribution is hereby granted. 

Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward as part of their membership. Nonmembers 
can receive a Forward subscription for $36/year. 

Note that articles reflect the opinions of their 
author and not necessarily those of the congrega- 
tion or its committees. 


Members of the Newsletter Committee: 
¢ Chair and Editorial Coordinator 
Karen Schiller 
¢ Editing/proofreading/layout: 
Judith Cohen, Marjorie Hilsenrad, Rose Katz, 
Batya Kalis, Lisa Szer, Tory Weiser 
e Advertising: 
Roslyn Fuerman (510/526-1209 or 
froslyn @ earthlink.net) 
¢ Design and layout: 
Dale Murphy 
Nuts-n-Bolts Graphics 
dale @ nutsnboltsgraphics.com 
¢ Printing: Genesis Printing & Graphics 
¢ Distribution: Mail It Right 


Display ads are $15 per column inch with discounts 
available for frequency. Ads should be camera 
ready; any ads that require typesetting, camera 
and/or artwork will be subject to a one-time pro- 
duction charge. 

Classified ads are $5 for up to 20 words, plus $1 
for each additional 10 words. 

Payment must accompany ads and should be sent to 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St., San 
Francisco, CA 94103, marked: Attention Forward 
Advertising. We reserve the right to reject any ad. 
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Divorce, Child Custody @ 
FREE INITIAL Support 
CONSULTION cides 


Cohabitation Agreements 
Wills and Living Trusts 


Fox Plaza 

1390 Market Street 
Suite 818 

San Francisco 
415-863-5300 
415-863-8596 fax 


CullumSena@aol.com 


Property Agreements | 
and Disputes 
Same Gender Parenting 
Agreements and Disputes 


Serving the community 


*Certiied Family Law Specialist for over 15 years 


President’s Column 


L’dor Vador 


I saw a glimpse of the future of Sha’ar 
Zahay at our Simchat Torah service and cel- 
ebration and it was startling in its clarity and 
beauty and purpose. The sanctuary was full 
to overflowing. The energy and intention, 
even before we spilled out onto the street, 
was palpable. The full diversity of our com- 
munity, from our elders to our infants, was 
represented. More so than at any time I can 
remember, we were one congregation. 


And the children! Was there once a controversy in our communi- 
ty about the role of children in our future? I think the children 
themselves, by the sheer joy and strength of their presence, have 
provided the answer. It is time we take this conversation to a new 
level. 


Two days before Simchat Torah, I read an article on the opinion 
page of The Wall Street Journal by David Frum purporting to 
explain why gay marriage would be bad for society and why con- 
servatives, even libertarians, should continue to oppose it, despite 
the recent Supreme Court decision that homosexuality can no 
longer be considered a crime. (And yes, I read the WSJ.) The core 
thesis of the article was that what was most damaging about the 
struggle for gay marriage, which the writer contends in its pure 
form will never happen in the U.S., was the array of near-marniage 
institutions, such as domestic partnerships and civil pacts, which 
were being created as a compromise. The author cites “empirical 
evidence” that these relationships are much less stable than true 
marriage, lasting far shorter and that the children born into them 
“begin life even more severely disadvantaged than they already 
are. 


This then is the battleground. We should not be given equal rights, 
not even near-equal rights, because “‘it is bad for the children.” As 
we think about the vision we share for CSZ in the years to come, 
I think an important part of our purpose must be to demonstrate 
not only that this view is incorrect, but to create a community 
where the reverse is true. A community where relationships are 
more stable and where children are more advantaged than in the 
mainstream model that is continually held up as the ideal. 


How do we do this? Let me offer a few thoughts. First, we must 
take seriously the idea that the children in our congregation are all 
our children. We must continue to extend our progressive views of 


the world to the ways in which we think about family. We must 
bring alive the concept that our children are not just the responsi- 
bility of their parents, but of a congregation full of potential teach- 


ers, mentors, friends and babysitters. Second, it is essential that 


we do it in a way that honors the needs and the lives of those of 
our members who are single or couples without children, whether 
by choice or circumstance. These categories still describe, the 
majority of our members. CSZ cannot thrive if we try to move for- 
ward as a community of two worlds, the Friday mght crowd and 
the Saturday morning crowd. We saw those two worlds come 
together on Simchat Torah, and we must strive to keep them 
together. 


And we must treat with respect and support the sacred unions 
entered into among our members. We must be like the extended 
family that helps to provide the helping hand, the ear, the shoul- 
der, the encouragement that is sometime needed as two pee 
work to keep a union and a family together. 


We should do these things because it is what our tradition teaches 
us is right. L’dor vador. We should do it so that our congregation, 
perhaps in a new way, continues to be a beacon to the world. And 
we should do it because all of our futures depend on it. The whole 
world is watching us. We cannot afford to fail. 


A note on some changes to CSZ 


Leadership: 


At the October Va’ad meeting, the following changes were unan- 
imously approved, and will be in effect through June 30, 2004: 


¢ Karen Schiller is now Treasurer, replacing Gail Ludwig, who is 
stepping down after a year and a half of exemplary service. 


¢ Drew Parker-Rose is now Recorder, replacing Karen. 
¢ Gail will take Drew’s seat on the Va’ ad. 


Please join me in thanking Gail, Karen and Drew, both of their 
past service as well as for the new roles they are taking on. J have 
enormous confidence in the entire CSZ leadership team, as we 
prepare to address some challenging issues. 


After 23 (!) years of remarkable service to CSZ, Sharyn Saslafsy 
is stepping down as co-chair of the Public Relations Committee. 
Words cannot adequately express the contribution that Sharyn has 
made to CSZ throughout our history and our gratitude forthe ded- 
ication and professionalism with which she has served our com- 
munity. Marc Wernick will continue on.as Public Relations Chair; 


A Taste of Kabbalah 
Taught by Rabbi Aaron Katz 


Saturday, December 6 

This day-long Shabbaton will begin following Shabbat morn- 
ing services and conclude with a Havdallah service 

Cost: $18 for members, $36 for nonmembers 


Jewish mysticism, known as Kabbalah, originated hundreds of 
years ago. This tradition, the name of which comes from the 
Hebrew root meaning “to receive,” has been the focus of an ever- 


growing interest: Whether you have studied Jewish mysticism or 
are a newcomer to this fascinating world of mystical theory and 
practice, you will appreciate this, chance to explore. this. “received 
tradition.” 


Rabbi Katz has taught Kabbalah at Eye eues around the world, 
including several classes at Beth’ Sua Cnn a in Los 
Angeles. 


Pre-registration is necessary. Please RSVP to Melanie (415/86 1- 
6932. .x305 or mkushnir@shaarzahav.org) by. November 21. 
Scholarships are available. 
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Kadimah Vision Statement 
by the ECE Task Force, in collaboration with the 
Childres’ § Education Board 


The Eivcnmen in Congregational Education (ECE) Task Force 
is happy to share the vision statement we’ve developed for 
Kadimah, in partnership with the Children's Education Board. We 
welcome your feedback about it. We are now working on turning 
this vision into a proposal for innovations in Kadimah over the 
next few years. Please let us know if you are interested in taking 
part. We will be sharing the results of our work with you soon. 


Dan Bellm, Chair, ECE Task Force 


Our goal for Kadimah is to create and sustain a thriving children’s 
education program that is thoroughly integrated with the life of 
the entire congregation. Our school will be a core part of a larger 
“congregation of learners,” in which adult members — parents and 
non-parents alike — are partners in learning with our children. Our 
school will feature: 


1. A curriculum that combines traditional Jewish education 
(Torah, ethics, ritual, Hebrew, history, and Israel) with an 

«emphasis on Jewish diversity and social justice, in an 
LGBT/queer-positive community. 


2. A program that combines professional staff with an active 
corps of teen and adult members serving as teachers, men- 
tors and role models — welcoming and valuing the skills and 
contributions of all members. 


3. A welcoming of spirituality into the lives of all involved 
with Kadimah — adults, youth and children — through a rich 
experience of Shabbat, prayer and an active participation in 
the congregation’s ritual life throughout the year, as well as 
through discussion and exploration of the meaning of God 

‘ in our lives. 

- 4. A strong emphasis on community building among children, 

their families and other congregants — deepening and 
enriching our evolving concepts of family. 


5. A sustained commitment to experiential learning (learning 
through doing), and to strengthening the connections 
between synagogue, home and the diverse urban communi- 
ty around us. 

. 6. A creative use of resources in maintaining a dynamic pro- 
gram. 
In all of these ways, our education program will be a school that 
our entire congregation takes pride in and feels responsible for. It 
will be a formative experience of identity for our children, a 
school they will be proud to have been part of, and a ye? where 
they want to be. 


Red Bennett’s Bar Mitzvah 


Gh Saturday, November 15 (Parashat Vayera), Red Bennett will 
be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. 


Red is a student at A.P. Giannini Middle School, where he enjoys 
playing trombone with the school’s jazz band. He also enjoys 
skateboarding around his neighborhood with his two best friends 
and playing soccer with the Viking and PAL leagues. Once his bar 
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mitzvah is over, he plans to learn to 
play electric guitar from his father. His 
favorite type of music is punk rock, 
which he learned about from his moth- 
er, Naomi Szoke. With all this music 
in his life, Red is considering a career 
as a professional musician. 


Red enjoyed preparing for his bar 
mitzvah with mentor Randy Weiss, 
particularly because “Randy uses 
humor to get you to do things” and “doesn’t get pissed off when 
you don’t do all your work.” Randy also broke things down into 
manageable portions for Red, who said that, prior to preparing for 
his bar mitzvah, the biggest project he ever did was a book report. 


He also praised Phyllis Mintzer who, he said, “is an amazing 
teacher who really helps you think things through.” 


For his mitzvah project, Red is interviewing his grandparents to 
learn more about “where I come from.” He didn't really know 
anything about his family history before this and now feels that 
they were luckier than other people because they were able to sur- 
vive the Shoah. He will transcribe the interviews and publish 
them to share with the rest of his family. 


Red will celebrate his bar mitzvah with a party for his friends and 
family. He is especially excited that his uncle Danny is coming 
from Caesaria, Israel where he lives. 


Mazel tov to Red and his family! 


New Members 


The Membership Committee is pleased to announce that our con- 
gregation gained the following new members this month. A warm 
welcome to the most recent people to join our family: 


Anne Bluethenthal, Donna Rae Palmer and Mina Rae Ostron 
Bluethenthal 


Douglas Carlson 

Sasha Chandler 

Andrea Cohen and Leigh Ilion 

Sue Greenberg and Shawna Nicole Blackman 


Lisa Hamburger and Mary Silverstein, Sean Hamburger, 
Alisha and Adriel Silverstein 


David Lasker 

Glenn and Ryan London 

Stefan Lynch 

Angie Nueman 

Shelli Rawlings-Fein 

Julie, Laura and Arielle Rosenthal-Bauer 
Anthony Serio 

Luke Swank 

Larry Wong 

Natalie Zeituny 


We are grateful to see our congregation grow. It is up to all of us 
to help our new members feel welcome as they become active par- 
ticipants in our community. 


PinataeladimeEjmishpachah 


Family Kabbalat Shabbat 


Friday, November 14, 6:15 pm 
With more Jewish story telling! 


Meet, eat, sing and celebrate Shabbat with 
CSZ families and then stay for Friday 
night services. Families with children of all 
ages are encouraged to come. Dinner is 
vegetarian potluck; please bring a dish to 
share. No RSVP required. Be a part of the 
ruach (spirit) of our community and invite 
friends and family to join you. Shabbat 
Shalom! 


Baby Chavurah 


Sunday, November 9, 10 am to noon 


Bring those under-twos out to play, sing 
and commune with like-minded babes and 
their parents. Join us for potluck brunch, 
playtime and socializing. This month we 
meet at the synagogue. Please bring your 
baby and a vegetarian dish. Older siblings 
are welcome, as are nonmembers. Baby 
Chavurah meets the second Sunday of 
each month. 


Tot Shabbat 


Saturday, November 15, 
10:30 - 11:30 am 


Come celebrate Shabbat with your tot. 
Bring your two to five year olds for 
singing, prayer, storytelling, crafts and 
family Jewish fun with Sandra Menachem, 
Early Childhood Education Specialist. 
Younger siblings and nonmembers are 
welcome. 


Giving Thanks for the 
High Holidays 


Many people began the new year with a 
mitzvah by helping to make family and 
children’s High Holiday programming a 
success. Thank you to Alan Gordon for 
coordinating Family Services, to our 
Kadimah classes for their service leading, 
especially Kitot Vav and Zayin, and to our 
teens, especially Alapai Kim-Michels and 
Julia Becker, for their continued leader- 
ship. Thank you to Joan Goldman for coor- 
dinating children’s program door-sitters 


CeCe uke 


and to all of the people who spent an hour 
keeping our children safe. Thank you to all 
of our childcare staff especially our pinch 
hitters Nora Downs, Gabe Press-Becker 
and Josh Levy. Thanks to Shelley Adler 
and Ilana Bernstein for leading our tot cir- 
cle. Finally thank you to all of our 
Kadimah sukkah hosts: the Mintzers, the 
Dorf/Olsen family, the Prochovnick/Frantz 
family, the Pines/Schwartz family and the 
Ross/Trupin family. May the new year 
continue to bring us opportunities to do 
joyful mitzvot. 


CSZ Hosts Israeli Teens 


Sha’ar Zahav was one of the final stops of 
a two-week educational exchange in the 
Bay Area for eighteen high school aged 
youth from northern Israel. On September 
29, the teen participants of the sister pro- 
gram to the San Francisco Diller Fellows, 
a Jewish teen leadership program, came to 
learn about the role of the LGBT commu- 
nity in American Jewish life, as a part of 
their learning about the American Jewish 
community and Jewish pluralism. 


CSZ member Randy Weiss, Educator Sue 
Bojdak and Avner Zohar of the Israel 
Center shared their experiences as LGBT 
Jews and discussed with the teens identity, 
secular and Jewish politics, comparative 
social norms, and family and cultural 
issues. CSZ member Marianne Balin, a 
Diller mom and host parent for one of the 
teens, presented the students with gifts to 
take home to their families. This group of 
teens returns to Israel with a greater appre- 
ciation for Jewish diversity and Jewish life 
in the diaspora. 


Kadimah Class Spotlight: 
Kitah Vav 


One day last spring Kadimah student Gabe 
Edlin and his parents uncovered an old 
leather bound book with handwritten 
recipes that a family ancestor had brought 
to this country from Europe. The book had 
found its way into a trunk in the 
Edlin/Meyer family home and been forgot- 
ten. They were searching for a family arti- 
fact to share as a part of Kitah Vav’s 


Family History Project, when they made 
the discovery. From the book flowed many 
wonderful tales of Gabe’s family history 
and the experiences of Jewish immigrants 
in America, which became part of an 
exchange of family stories during a Kitah 
Vav family education day. While not every 
student uncovered something as magical as 
the Edlin/Meyer’s old recipe book, every 
student is uncovering more about his/her 
roots. 


The two-year project, brought to Kitah Vav 
by member Marianne Balin and oral histo- 
rian Susan “Perl” Perlman, is designed to 
help students better understand their own 
Jewish identities, an important element in 
the b’nei mitzvah journey, which is the 
heart of the Kitah Vav_ curriculum. 
Marianne and Perl volunteer their time 
monthly for Kitah Vav family history ses- 
sions, to which parents are always invited 
and sometimes obligated to come. The 
project will conclude with students creat- 
ing artistic representations of their family 
history to be given as gifts to their parents 
on the occasion of their b’nei mitzvah cer- 
emonies. 


Kitah Vav is a sixth grade class and is the 
first year of a two-year focus on b’nei 
mitzvah preparation. In addition to family 
history, students deepen their study of text, 
begin to work their way through our 13 
mitzvot program by doing individual, fam- 
ily and class mitzvot, explore Jewish iden- 
tity issues and continue their study of 
Hebrew and prayer. Kitah Vav is taught 
this year by Kadimah veteran Jen 
Levinson. 


There is NO KADIMAH on 
Wednesday, November 26 or 
Saturday, November 29. 


Contact Sue Bojdak, 


Director of Family and 
Children’s Education, 
(415/861-6932 x302 or 
educator @shaarzahav.org) 
for more information about any of 
these programs or to RSVP. 
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The Jewish Tool Kit was recently reminded by her Aunt Yente that 
saying brachot — blessings — is one of the most fundamental aspects 
of Jewish theology and practice. 


Brachot fall into three categories. Birkot HaMitzvot (blessings of 
the commandments) are said before performing a mitzvah, like 
lighting Shabbat candles. These blessings all take the form of 
“Blessed are You God, Sovereign of the Universe, who has sancti- 
fied us with commandments and commanded us to [insert mitz- 
vah].** Birkot HaNehenin (blessings of enjoyment) are said before 
enjoying food, drink or fragrance, like the HaMotzi before eating 
bread. Finally, Birkot Hoda’ah (blessings of thanks) are blessings of 
praise, gratitude or petition said for specific events or phenomena, 
like the well-known Shehechiyanu blessing said at new or special 
occasions. Most of the blessings of enjoyment and praise take the 
form “Blessed are You God, Sovereign of the Universe [Who 
is/does/makes/causes...].”” 


Jewish blessings usually make intuitive sense; upon hearing very 
good news, one says the blessing “Blessed are You ... Who is good 
and does good.” But some are tougher to figure out: upon hearing 
tragic news one says “Blessed is God, Dayan HaEmet — the true 
judge.” This doesn’t quite jive with the colloquial sense of “bless- 
ing’’; surely we’re not saying “Thank God my house burned down!” 
With this blessing we really see the true nature of brachot (in the 
Jewish Tool Kit’s humble opinion, anyway). Far more than just 
thanks or praise, brachot are about acknowledgment — about being 
aware of the Divine presence in every aspect of our lives, from 
landmark events to the most mundane actions we perform everyday. 


Sha’ar Zahav 


Name: 


the Jewish news weekly of Northern California 


Subscribe to o- and 
ie support Congregation 


50% of every new subscription will go to Congregation Sha’ar Zahav.* 


Formerly the Jewish Bulletin of Northern California, J- connects uS as 
Jews, with all that we have in common, with all our differences. 


From the Jewish Toolkit 
Blessing Your Way Through the Day 


There is even a blessing for using the bathroom (this one a? 
out of context on page 1:3 of CSZ’s Shabbat morning siddur, but it’s 
so beautiful that the JTK doesn’t mind). The Talmud says that one 
who enjoys the pleasures of this world without making a blessing is 
a thief. And to discourage thieving behavior, the Talmud encour- 
ages us to strive to say at least 100 blessings a day. So, here are a 
few interesting ones you might not have heard about: 


On smelling fragrant edible fruits or nuts: 


*... HaNotein rayach tov ba-perot’ (... Who puts a good aroma 
into fruits). 


On seeing a rainbow: 


*.. Zocher habrit, v’ne-eman biv’rito, v’kayam b’ma-a-maro (... 
Who remembers the covenant and fulfills Your word). 


On seeing differently-formed people: 
*... m’shaneh ha-briyot (... Who varies creatures). 


On experiencing an earthquake or seeing tall mountains or shooting 
stars: 


*... Oseh ma’aseh b’rayshit (... Who makes the work of creation). 


On seeing a beautiful sight in nature: 
**.. She-kachah lo b’olamo (...Who has such in the world). 


Comments about the Jewish Tool Kit can be sent to 
JewishToolKit@ attglobal.net. 


Rabbi Angel’s 
Recommended Readings 


The Book of Blessings 
by Marcia Falk. 
Beacon Press. 


The Book of Jewish 

Sacred Practices: CLAL’s Guide to 
Everyday & Holiday Rituals & Blessings, 
Irwin Kula and Vanessa Ochs, editors. 
Jewish Lights. 


The Art of the Blessing the Day: Poems 
with a Jewish Theme by Marge Piercy. 


Address: 
City, State, Zip: 

Phone: Email: 

1 $36/ONE YEAR Special Discounted Rate 
CIMC CI VISA Card # 

Exp. Date: / / 


Send this form with check or credit card information to: 


*Offer valid for new subscriptions only with this form 
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J- the Jewish news weekly, 225 Bush St., #1480, S.F, CA. 94104 or call 415-263-7200 ext. 24 


www.jewishsf.com 


Knopf. 


Shop at the 
CSZ Gift Shop. 


It’s an easy way 
to make a contribution 
to our synagogue. 


Sha’ar Zahav 


ds Social Action 
festa 


ry Susan Lubeck 


Shabbat Shalom Bayit 
November 7, 8:15 pm 


Connection 


This Shabbat service will have a special shalom bayit (peace in 
the house) theme. Increase your awareness about domestic vio- 
lence and your ability to provide support to those in need. 


“It Is No Dream” Movie and Havdalah 
December 13, 7 pm 


Join us for this special screening of a documentary from the 
Jewish Film Festival profiling Israeli peace activism. Facilitated 
discussion to follow. For more information, contact Melanie 
(415/861-6932 or mkushnir @ shaarzahav.org). 


Dinner with Homeless Neighbors 
Every Wednesday 


You can support and connect with homeless San Franciscans. Join 
us at Most Holy Redeemer in the Castro. Show up any time 
between 3 and 9 pm on Wednesdays, join a dedicated and inspiring 
community of people and make connections with homeless neigh- 
bors. On arrival, look for CSZ member Larry Wong. For more 
information, contact AJ Turpen Fried (ajsparkles@mac.com). 


roject Open Hand Volunteer Relief 


Each year CSZ members relieve regular Open Hand volunteers 
over Christmas, preparing and delivering meals to people with 
HIV and AIDS. Please fill out the enclosed form indicating your 
desire to volunteer and turn it into the office. Allan Berenstein 
(sfdaytimer@aol.com) and Laura Lowe are co-organizing this 
year’s effort. 


Tenderloin Lunch 


This year’s pre-High Holiday Tenderloin Lunch again ran 
smoothly and was enjoyed by the seniors who participated (see 
pictures). CSZers turned out in force to help. Kudos to Allan 
Berenstein, who organized it and brought along two of his broth- 
ers, to Sandy O’Neill, who led the service and to volunteers 
Avraham Giannini, Lisa Szer, Alan Foss and Florence Nacamulli. 


Sandy O’Neill and Allan Berenstein. 


Florence Nacamulli, Avraham Giannini, Alan Foss and 
Lisa Szer. 


Honduras Recovery Project with the 
American Jewish World Service 


Interested in helping organize a mind- and heart-opening trip to 
Honduras to help with health care and flood recovery? As of now 
we have two members interested in working on this, but a point 
person is needed to help us gauge interest and take it from there. 
For more information, contact Susan (susanlubeck @aol.com). 


Thank you! 


At our Shabbat Sukkat Shalom service, on October 10, we honored 
Craig Persiko, outgoing Social Action Committee co-chair, and all 
the volunteers who helped organize tikkun olam efforts in the last 
year or for 5764: Marianne Balin, Red Bennett, Allan Berenstein, 
Randy Blaustein, Prudence Carter, Jay Davidson, Lele and Rachel 
Field, Jim Frazin, Sarita Groisser, Alan Karras, Patricia Lin, Laura 
Lowe, Steve Mazer, Susan Mizner, Jeff Piade, Ora Prochovnick, 
Sharyn Saslafsky, Michael Schaffer, Naomi Szoke, Ina Turpen 
Fried, Richard Weiner, Lonnie Weiss and Larry Wong. 


Thanks to Ora Prochovnick and Joe Hample for leading this spe- 
cial service and to Patrick Mulcahey, founder of the Wednesday 
dinners at Most Holy Redeemer parish, for his very inspiring ser- 
mon. 


Finally, a special thank you to Craig Persiko. Craig served as 
co-chair with AJ and me for almost two years. His clear thinking, 
commitment to social justice and calm and caring presence made 
him a delight to work with. In addition to contributing to all of our 
planning and communications work, Craig provided leadership in 
establishing our relationship with Most Holy Redeemer homeless 
dinners, organizing panels on Islam which we hosted in the wake 
of the September 11 attacks and getting us involved in environ- 
mental projects. Congratulations to Craig and his partner Geoff 
Benjamin on the arrival of Serafina Persiko Benjamin. 


Heshvan/Kislev 5764 November 2003 9 


Sinai Memorial Chapel: 
What It’s All About 


Former CSZ presidents Irene Ogus and Richard Inlander have 
each become members of the Board of Directors of Sinai 
Memorial Chapel. In this article they share some facts and ideas 
about this unique organization. Irene and Richard are two of the 
founders of the Congregation Sha’ar Zahav cemetery, along with 
the third founder Paul Cohen. 


Jewish communities traditionally create a burial society, known as 
a Chevra Kadisha, which means Holy Society. San Francisco’s 
Sinai Memorial Chapel-Chevra Kadisha, founded in 1901, assures 
that any indigent Jew can receive a proper Jewish burial at no cost. 
Sinai has the additional purposes of giving financial support to 
Jewish religious and educational organizations and supporting 
Jewish philanthropic organizations. In order to obtain funds for 
these purposes, Sinai maintains a memorial chapel, conducts 
funerals and furnishes cemetery plots for compensation, all in 
keeping with Jewish faith and practice. Thus, each of us is likely 
to come in contact with Sinai in at least two ways — in utilizing its 
funeral and burial services and in benefiting, perhaps without real- 
izing it, from Sinai’s financial support of CSZ or of one of more 
than one hundred synagogues and Jewish organizations in 
Northern California. 


The Sinai Board of Directors has 25 very active and dedicated 
won: and men who are drawn from every segment of the Bay 
- Area Jewish community. Sinai has acquired property for its 
' offices, chapels and cemetery and has built and managed healthy 
financial reserves. Sinai has expanded to the East Bay, where it 
maintains an office in Lafayette and it will soon open an office 
and chapel to serve the San Francisco Peninsula communities. 


Last year, Sinai donations totaled $440,000. The varied recipients 
included the Holocaust Oral History Project, the Jewish Women’s 
Chorus, Bereavement Camp and numerous Jewish schools and 
camps. Congregation Sha’ ar Zahav has received $5,000 (the max- 
imum given to any synagogue) for our children’s education pro- 
grams this year. 


Sinai is one of only two Jewish burial societies in the country that 
maintain the nonprofit tradition. Sinai derives its income from the 


sale of funeral and burial services and plots in its cemetery, 
Eternal Home, in Colma. Sinai provides the option of arranging a 
funeral or burial pre-need, if you and your family so desire. 
Funeral and burial arrangements can be with both Sinai and Hille 
of Eternity. Members who choose a funeral service at Sinai 
choose to be buried in our own CSZ cemetery at Hills of Eternity. 


In addition to assisting families at the time of a death, Sinai now 
offers the Next Steps program, which provides, at no chargé, 
bereavement counseling to all families who have used Sinai’s serv- 
ices. Now in its third year, this outstanding and compassionate pro- 
gram has provided assistance to dozens of grieving families. . 


It is said that seeing to the burial of the dead is the greatest mitz- 
vah, because it is a favor that can never be repaid. We are avail- 
able to discuss any matters concerning our own Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav Cemetery or Sinai Memorial Chapel. 


Sha’ar Zahav 
Gift Shop — 


For All Things Judaic 


Seder Plates 
Tallit 
Kippot 


Candlesticks Kiddush Cups 


Matzah 
Covers 


Mezzuzot 


Jewelry 


Open Ist Friday, 7:30 - 8 pm, = 
all other weeks, 6:45-7:20 pm Ae 
or by appointment. Call 861-6932 V 


AT LA Whe 


GOLDSTEIN, GELLMAN, MELBOSTAD, GIBSON, & HARRIS LLP _ 


LEGAL HELP? Contact David Gellman 


EsTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL EsTaTE — LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION |... 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE —PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION, 
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1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000, San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 -- Email; DGellman@g3mh.com 


Want to be the 


irst to Know 


"Judy was fantastic, smart and effective 
and made our refinance 


so simple.“ “Judy is my go-to mortgage banker — 
—Elien Friedman & Louis Blumberg responsible, reliable and trustworthy 
{ a ‘ ! th Judy’ n 
he N ews ? We were so happy with our first refinance, eee a AE fia ang 
we came back for another loan!” ee q PY 


Nicole Grindle & Noel Kaufman A Eh ci 
Then join the Newsletter Committee. 
We are always looking for people with 
writing or editing skills who want to 
know everything that's going on in the 


synagogue. 


integrated 
médrtgage 


Judy Macks 


1841 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
www.imc4ioans.com 


415.575.4202 


For more information, contact Karen 
Schiller (kschiller@igc.org) 


Toiletry Collection 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav has an ongo- 
ing toiletry collection which we donate to 
homeless shelters. Please drop off all of 
your unused toiletries in the big red bin 
next to the information table outside the 
oneg room; hotel-size items are especially 


welcome. Our toiletry collection has bene- Let us make home ownership in San Francisco a reality for you. 
d many local community agencies and x : ‘ 
eS Shign weopato Oem Experienced, friendly and responsive to your needs and dreams. 


We work for you from initial search to closing and beyond. 


NUTS-H-BOLTS 


Eileen Lynette 
Zephyr 
Real Estate 


A full service mortgage consultant. A full service realtor. 
An exceptional team for all your needs. 


252.7448 
www.nutsnboltgraphics.com 


Ir 
Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy F I EN 
SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL ran eae Ceti 
CHEVRA KADISHA 
San Francisco, 1501 Divisadero St. (415) 921-3636 
® @ 
afayette (925) 962-3636 
© www.sinaichapel.org our €wis est y e ore 
Pre-need funeral arrangements available 
GENE B. KAUFMAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 3042 Claremont Avenue, (510) 655-1977 
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Donations 


Fund for the Future 
Pieter de Haan and Ruth Rainero. 


Lisa Szer 
- in memory of Joseph Weiss. 


Ami Zusman 
- in memory of Joseph Weiss. 


General Fund 


Allan Berenstein 
- in memory of Bernard Pechter. 
- in memory of John Golebowski. 


Helen Birdsell 
- in honor of Jim Frazin and 
Louisa Stone's anniversary. 


Marshall Feldman 
- in memory of Rowline Feldman. 


Allan Gold and Alan Ferrara. 
Jamie Gross. 
Joe Hample. 


Murray and Norma Kane 
- in honor of Leslie Kane, 
Manny Fishman and 
Shmulik Fishman. 


Jeanette Nichols and Daryl Goldman 
- in honor of Rabbi Camille 
Shira Angel. 


Jeffrey Piade 
- in memory of Joseph Weiss. 


Elizabeth and Michael Schaffer 
- in honor of Tsipora Prochovnick's 
bat mitzvah. 


Jeffrey Sherman 

- in memory of Joseph Weiss. 

- in honor of Geoff Benjamin and 
Craig Persiko on the arrival of 
Serafina. 

- in memory of Levi Cohen. 

- in honor of Richard Inlander on the 
birth of his grandchild. 

- in honor of Daryl Goldman and 
Jeanette Nichols. 


Richard Sinkoff 

- in memory of Marvin W. Sinkoff. 
Gilda and Melvin Winiker 

- in prayer for Richard Mann. 


Ami Zusman 
- in honor of Rabbi Angel’s adoption 
of Lilah Rose. 


Eva Zysman 
- in memory of Dr. Andrew Zysman. 
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Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 


Miriam Trentman and Robert Morelli 
- in memory of Margaret Trentman. 


Betty Wexler. 


Thank you 


Thank you to the Chesir-Stein Music 
Fund for making the entertainment at 
Simchat Torah possible. 


HILLS OF ETERNITY MEMORIAL PARK 
Serving families of the Jewish faith since 1851 
Designated section for members of 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
For information please call 
Stephen E. Weiner 
Director of Sales 
650/756-3633 


Building 
stable 


relationships 


High Holiday 


Donations 


Thanks to everyone who made a 

pledge or donation during the High 
Holidays. We will have a full list of 
donors in the December issue of the 


| Nourish your values 
with your investments 


* Comprehensive personal 
financial planning aligned 
with your progressive values 

* Dynamic, principled, small 
business consulting 

* Fee-only CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER® 
specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments 

* Free initial consultation 


Jim Frazin, CFP® 
415.337.4566 Z 
jf@shibboleth.com 
Jim Frazin, is an Investment 
Advisory Representative of First 
“22 Affirmative Financial Network, LLC, a 


“independent investment advisory 
firm registered with the SEC. 


in our community... 
: BONDS LIMITED, LLC a a sate 
and comfortable process to bring together loving, 


Stable, same-gender companions committed 


to lifetime, monogamous relationships. 


Call us for a brochure 
or free consultation. 


LIMITED, LLC 


(415) 989.7162 


(707) 526.1172 


(408) 998.7162 
(831) 373.7162 


(925) 682.7162 


nfo@bhondslimited.com - www. bondslimited.com 
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Joss Eldredge 
Steven Polsky 
Donna Blow 
Adrienne Hornby 
Noah Goldstein 
Steve Marshall 
Mara Shuster-Lefkowitz 
Rabbi Eric Weiss 

Gary Gartner 

Alessio Franko 

Jerrold Polansky 

Aaron Farmer 

Rachel Kliegman 

Tova Green 

William Garcia 

Shmulik Fishman 
Martha Rosett 

Brad Post 

Mary Silverstein 

Sean Martin-Hamburger 
Elijah Lezell Jatovsky 
Zachary Weber Fineberg 
Joshua Katz 

Bruce Kapsack 

Patricia Lin 

Seth Skolnick 

Michael Klain-Chavez 
Richard Weiner 

Gina Surber 

Zachary Barnes Miller 
Cohen Stein 

Ken Repp 

Manny Fishman 

Ruth Rainero 

Jason Baskin 

Sari McConnell 

Serra Hagedorn 

Ali Cannon 

Alan Gordon 

Lila Schulman 

Anna Stuart-Friedman 
Benjamin Gustavson-Scharf 
Justyn Haveson-Lezin 
Ellie Cohen 

Alexis Lezin 

Gideon Bennett 

Julia Becker 

Nancy Kates 

Carlos Alonso 

Judy Schwartz 

Beatrice Lieberman 
Michael McConnell_ 
Harold Podgur 

David Rosenzweig 


Anniversaries fi) 
Wil 
6 James Edlin and oor 


Eve Meyer 2 
7 Judith Holiber and Kimberly Warsaw 
8 Michael Bettinger and 
Robert Goldstein 
11 Terry Fletcher and Glen Hauer 
13 Virginia Donohue and Mark Klaiman 
14. Anne Bluethenthal and 
Donna Rae Palmer 
17 Lisa Katz and Sharon Heath 
17 Elizabeth and Michael Schaffer 
24 Ann Daniels and Jonathan Zingman 
29 Rachel Maclachlan and 
Nancy Silverrod 


Oneg, Flower and 
Childcare 


Sponsorships 


9/5 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by Daryl 
Goldman and Jeanette Nichols in 
honor of their family and friends. 

Oneg was sponsored by Daryl Goldman 
and Jeanette Nichols in 
celebration of their aufruf. 


NY 


9/12 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by Steve 
Mazer, Beth Sousa and friends 
in honor of Andrea Guerra’s 
welcome into the covenant. 

Oneg was sponsored by Steve Mazer, 
Beth Sousa and friends in honor 
of Andrea Guerra’s welcome into 
the covenant. 

9/13 

Oneg was sponsored by Ellen Berger 
in memory of her brother, 

Harvey Berger. 

9/19 

Bimah flowers was sponsored by 
Laureen Kim and Alan Michaels 
in celebration of their 15th 
anniversary. 

Oneg was sponsored by Lisa Szer in 
honor of the Kabbalat Shabbat 
Ensemble. 


Rosh Hashannah 

Bimah flowers were sponsored by 
Laura Lowe in loving memory of 
her uncle, Norton Pintchuk. 

Oneg was sponsored by Walter Leiss. 


Yom Kippur 

Bimah flowers were sponsored in 
memory of Rose Kliman Byer. 

Oneg was sponsored by Walter Leiss. 


Naches LF 
& 
Richard Brand and ( SS ws 


Alan Keith on the purchase of 
their new home in Oakland. 


Daryl Goldman and Jeanette Nichols 
on the occasion of their wedding. 


Andrea Guerra on her welcome into the 
covenant. 


Patricia Lin who was invited to 
interview candidates for the Rhodes 
and Marshall scholarships applying 
from Stanford University. 


Dan Bellm who was the San Francisco 
Public Library's October Featured 
Poet: Check out www.sfpl.org/news/ 
reflections.htm to read his featured 
poem. 


Marty Rawlings and Shelli Fein on the 
occasion of their aufruf. 


Susan Tubbesing and Sarah Nathe on 
the birth of their granddaughter 
Hannah Claire. Their daughter Laura, 
son-in-law Brian and granddaughter 
Hanna Claire are doing just fine. 


Yahrzeits 


2 Forrest Kincade 
Li Sidney Rosenthal 
11 Bruce Apter 
12 Richard D. Wright 
16 Chuck Norton 
Mp Tristano Palermino 


Condolences 


Susan Schwartz, on the death of her 
client and friend, Beverly Ramsay. 

Ami Zusman, on the death of her uncle, 
Levi Cohen. 

Terry Fletcher, on the death of her 
aunt-in-law, Melanie Reilley. 

Rachel Timoner, on the death of her 
cousin, Rosaleen Condon. 

Scott Rutherford, on the death of his 
father, John Rutherford. 

Alan Gordon, on the death of his friend, 
Rudy Menen. 

Larry Best, on the death of his cousin, 
Laura Golotko. 

Aimee Durfee, on the death of her 
cousin, Antoinette Bilicich. 
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Classifieds 


WANT TO MAKE HISTORY... 
YOUR OWN? 


Using your photos, videos, home movies, 
audio recordings and other personal 
memorabilia, I create personal 
documentaries about individuals and 
families on DVD or CD-ROM. Preserve 
important photos and history into 
beautiful productions that are easy to 
duplicate and can be passed on to future 
generations. Video shoots of family 
gatherings, commitment ceremonies, 
bar/bat mitzvahs or other events are 
available. 


For more information or to see sample 
productions, call Ruby Gold at 
415.753.9976, e-mail ruby @savingtime- 
productions.com, or visit our website at 
Wwww.savingtimeproductions.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY: 
A safe place to talk about life transition, 
relationship turmoil, emotional upheaval, 
existential crises... or simple, everyday 
concerns. Jody Reiss, LCSW (#15289). 
415/401-9482 


HEBREW/TORAH TROPE 
INSTRUCTION: 
Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 
satisfied customers since 1999! 
Contact Kenny Altman at 415/379-9783, 
kennyaltman @earthlink.net 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 
Freezing & crashing? Changing comput- 
ers or OS? Want high speed connection 
but not sure how to get your computers 
(Mac and PC) to share internet, printing, 
files? We can help. Roslyn 510/526-1209. 


Synagogue Information 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


& 


290 Dolores Street 
415/861-6932 (voice): 415/861-6081 (fax) 
office @shaarzahav.org (email) * http://www.shaarzahav.org (web) 


CSZ Staff 


Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel (x301) 
e rabbiangel @shaarzahav.org 


Interim Executive Director 
Jay Miller (x308) 
¢ jmiller@shaarzahay.org 


Program Director 
Melanie Kushnir (x305) 
¢ mkushnir@shaarzahay.org 


Director of Children’s and Family Education 
Sue Bojdak (x302) 
¢ educator @shaarzahav.org 


Kadimah Head Teacher 
Phyllis Mintzer 


Administrative Assistant 
Steven Angelides (x304) 
* steven @shaarzahav.org 


Rabbi’s Assistant 
Gabby Volodarsky (x3 10) 
¢ gabby @shaarzahav.org 


Officers 


President, Arthur Slepian 
(415/452-9143) 

cszpres @pacbell.net 

Vice President, Rose Katz 
Vice President, Alex Ingersoll 
Treasurer, Karen Schiller 
Recorder, Drew Parker-Rose 


Va’ad Members 
Lisa Katz (ex officio) 
Marianne Balin 
Barbara Cymrot 
Ron Edelman 
Tony Harris 
Leslie Kane 
Gail Ludwig 
Ron Miguel 
Rachel Timoner 
Mare Wernick 


Members wishing to contact any Va’ad member 
or committee chair are invited to obtain his or 
her number from the synagogue office. 


Member of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the World Congress of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Jews 


Committee Chairs 


Adult Education, Ron Edelman and 
Joss Eldredge 

Baby Chavurah, by committee 

Bequests and Donations, open 

Bikkur Cholim, open 

Book Group, Mark Mackler _ 

Building and Grounds, Beth Sousa 

Bylaws, open 

Children’s Education Board, Howard Herman 

Cemetery, Open 

Dues, Tiela Chalmers 

East Bay Chavurah, Ida Kuluk and 
Larry Wexler 

Endowment Fund, David Stein 

Experiment in Congregational Education, 
Dan Bellm 

Finance, Karen Schiller 

Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 

Fund Development, Marianne Balin and 
Tony Harris 

Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 

Israel Committee, Miki Goralsky and 
Steve Mazer 

Kesher/Connection, Kelly Cytron and 
Geri Kahn 

Leadership Development, Diana Buchbinder 

Library, Bernard Schertzer 

Long-Range Planning, Claudia Bernard 

Membership Outreach, Tony Harris 

Newsletter, Karen Schiller 
¢ newsletter @ shaarzahav.org 

Outreach, Prudence Carter 

Past Presidents’ Council, David Gellman 

Personnel, Jeff Sherman 

Public Relations, Marc Wernick 

Rabbi Liaison, Ora Prochovnick 

Ritual, Steve Weitz 

Social Action, AJ Turpin, Susan Lubeck 

UAHC National Liaison, Mike Rankin 

UAHC Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 

WCGLBJO Liaison, David Gellman 

Web and I.T., Drew Parker-Rose 


© 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who is a 
member of Sha’ar Zahav is ill in the hos- 
pital or at home, and would like to have a 
member of the Bikkur Cholim Committee 
call or visit, please notify the synagogue 
office. 


Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat! 


Sponsoring the oneg Shabbat following services is a lovely way 
to commemorate a special occasion. 
Please call the CSZ office for more information. 


